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TAGS: PFOR, SY, IS 

SUBJ: KHADDAM CLARIFIES ASAD'S STATEMENT THAT ARAB SUMMIT 
WOULD NOT DISCUSS PEACE WITH ISRAEL 

1. DURING AUGUST 2 PRESS CONFERENCE FOR LEBANESE JOURNALISTS 
ACCOMPANYING PRIME MINISTER KARAME TO DAMASCUS, PRESIDENT 
ASAD STATED "THERE IS NO QUESTION OF AN ARAB SUMMIT EXAMINING 
THE EVENTUALITY OF PEACE WITH ISRAEL BECAUSE THAT 
QUESTION RELATES DIRECTLY TO THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. ARAB 
CHIEFS OF STATE DO NOT REPEAT NOT CONTENPLATE DISCUSSION 

OF SUCH A SUBJECT EITHER IN THE NEAR OR REMOTE FUTURE." 

2. WHEN I ASKED KHADDAM AUGUST 4 TO CLARIFY ASAD'S MEANING, 
FONMIN REPLIED THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO GROUNDS FOR CONFUSION, 
THAT ASAD ALWAYS SELECTS HIS WORDS PRECISELY. PRESIDENT 

WAS MAKING THE POINT THAT "NORMAL", NATURAL RELATIONS WITH 
ISRAEL" WERE SO FAR IN THE FUTURE THAT NO ARAB LEADER COULD 
PROPOSE THIS AS A SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION AT AN ARAB 
SUMMIT. SYRIA AND THE OTHER ARAB STATES REMAIN IN A STATE 
OF WAR. AT THE PRESENT TIME THIS IS A "SILENT WAR" BUT THE 
NEAR EAST HAS BEEN IN THIS STATE OF WAR SINCE 1948. THE 
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PHRASE "NO PEACE, NO WAR" IS A COMPARATIVELY RECENT JOURNALISTIC 
INVENTION. 
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3. KHADDAM CONTINUED, ARABS AND ISRAEL MUST FIRST 

REACH A STATE OF PEACE (ARABID "SALAAM") ONLY THEN CAN ONE 
BEGIN TO LOOK AHEAD TO THE FUTURE WHEN NORMAL AND NATURAL 
RELATIONS OF PEACE (ARABID "SULH") WILL PREVAIL BETWEEN 
ARABS AND THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

4. ANY ARAB LEADER WHO EVEN IMPLIES THAT NORMAL, NATURAL 
RELATIONS, I.E., THE STATE OF "SULH," IS AT PRESENT A 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION IS NOT BEING SERIOUS AND SHOULD BE 
DISREGARDED. KHADDAM ASSERTED THAT ARAB SUMMIT 
AT KHARTOUM IN 1967 HAD EXPLICITELY USED THE WORD 
"SULH" IN REJECTING CONSIDERATION OF SUCH RELATIONS AT THAT 
TIME. ARABS, HE CONCLUDED, HAVE BEEN CONSISTENT IN USING THIS 
TERMINOLOGY. 

5. COMMENT: PARA 3 ABOVE REPORTS THE MOST POSITIVE STATE- 
MENT KHADDAM HAS EVER MADE TO ME ABOUT ISRAEL’S FUTURE. HIS 
MATTER OF FACT DELIVERY WAS STRIKING. 

MURPHY 
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